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Rep. Honda Brings Congress, NFL Together to Deliver  
National Message of Tolerance During Monday Night Football 

Major League Baseball to Join with Soccer, NFL in National Effort to Promote Unity 
 

Pontiac, Michigan— In addition to the traditional fanfare that accompanies the broadcast of ABC’s 
Monday Night Football, viewers will receive a different kind of message from the NFL tonight— one 
focusing upon the need for racial and religious tolerance in the United States in the aftermath of the 
September 11th terrorist attacks.  The message, a 30 second spot urging tolerance and respect for 
diversity by featuring images of professional and youth football players of diverse backgrounds 
embracing and picking each other up, will air nationally during tonight’s game.  The project is the 
product of a unique partnership between California Member of Congress, Mike Honda and NFL 
Commissioner, Paul Tagliabue.  Honda, a Democratic Member of the House from San Jose, CA who 
was sent to an internment camp for Japanese Americans in the aftermath of the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
wrote to the NFL commissioner asking for his help in delivering a message of tolerance after learning of 
attacks against Sikhs, Arab Americans and Muslim Americans in his own Silicon Valley district and 
across the country. 
 
“Like many Americans, I was horrified by the attacks against innocent Americans in the wake 
of the September 11th tragedy,” said Honda.  “I knew that the only way to stem the tide of 
hatred and violence was for a powerful message of tolerance that would permeate every 
community in the United States— I reached out to the NFL for help, and they have answered 
the call.”     
 
Honda has learned firsthand about the threats and violence against Arab Americans, Muslims and Sikhs 
during “Interfaith” meetings with community and religious leaders, which he has convened regularly in 
San Jose since the attacks of September 11.  Honda first conceived of the idea of using professional 
sporting events as a vehicle for a message of racial and religious tolerance when he learned that “God 
Bless America” would be sung instead of the traditional “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” during the 7th 
Inning Stretch at Major League Baseball games.  Honda immediately enlisted the support of House 
Democratic Leader Richard A. Gephardt and dozens of Republican and Democratic Members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives who signed their names to the letter on September 21, 2001 to 
Commissioner Tagliabue (attached) and the his counterparts at the other professional sports leagues that 
are currently in season— the National Hockey League, Major League Baseball and Major League 
Soccer.   
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In addition to creating the spot that airs nationally tonight, today Tagliabue will join with Detroit Lions 
General Manager, Matt Millen in visiting a Detroit-area High School of 2,100 students that is 85% Arab 
American to talk to their football team, which is 96% Arab American, about issues of tolerance and 
hear their concerns.  Major League Soccer was the first to agree to Honda’s request, and have been 
airing a message of tolerance during their playoff games since last week.  Major League Baseball is 
currently developing a message of tolerance to be broadcast during their playoff and World Series 
games.   
 
“As we send the young men and women of our Armed Forces into harm’s way to combat 
terrorism, professional sport, now more than ever, has a unique and powerful access to a vast 
number of Americans and continues to be a tradition which brings us together and allows us 
briefly, to return to normal,” continued Honda.  “I am pleased that the NFL and Major League 
Soccer have chosen to be voices for tolerance and understanding to ensure that no person is 
ever targeted in this country because of how they look or how they worship, and that the 
freedom our troops fight to protect abroad, endures at home.”   
 

-30- 


